MICROSOFT BUSINESS SOLUTIONS FOR

Customization
Solomon
TOOL S–

ADAPT YOUR SYSTEM TO MEET THE WAY YOU DO BUSINESS. . .

with a solution designed for virtually limitless customizations
and integrations. Microsoft® Business Solutions–Solomon
offers a flexible development foundation, open architecture,
and customizable reporting and budgeting tools that let you
tailor your total solution to meet your specific needs. Native
integration with the Microsoft applications that you already
use means increased employee productivity, while powerful
customization capabilities empower your IT staff to enhance
and extend your solution to meet a wide range of business
needs. Built from the ground up on powerful Microsoft
technologies, Microsoft Solomon provides a consolidated
platform for growth, along with the tools to connect your
organization’s systems and resources and extend them across
a global marketplace.

POSITION YOUR BUSINESS FOR GROWTH
Virtually limitless customization and integration possibilities mean your
solution can grow with you as your organization moves forward. Industrystandard technologies, an open architecture, and familiar development tools
enable your organization to implement the simplest to the most advanced
customizations.

KEEP CUSTOMIZATION COSTS DOWN
With Microsoft Solomon’s consolidated platform and industry-standard
customization tools, modifications aren’t time-consuming, so you can tailor
your solution quickly to meet your business and industry-specific needs.
Efficient, portal-based customizations save time and effort and drive down
implementation costs. What’s more, customizations are stored in the
Microsoft Solomon database for easy administration and do not directly alter
underlying source code, helping minimize deployment and upgrade costs.

MAXIMIZE RESOURCE UTILIZATION

A SOLUTION
DESIGNED TO

expand
YOUR BUSINESS HORIZON

Microsoft Solomon offers a single system that connects information and
processes across your entire business, empowering stakeholders to focus
on making decisions that count instead of learning new technologies. Easy
personalization and the ability to quickly adapt the user interface and product
workflow help employees work at maximum efficiency and free your IT staff to
focus on critical customization and development projects.

INTEGRATE SEAMLESSLY
Tailor your complete solution with capable integration tools such as the
Solomon Object Model to connect your entire business system. Microsoft
Solomon can be integrated with Microsoft Office System applications and
other leading Microsoft products, such as Microsoft Office Project and
Microsoft Business Solutions Retail Management System.

GAIN KEEN BUSINESS INSIGHT WITH HIGHLY
CUSTOMIZABLE REPORTING
Configure reports and reporting processes to meet specific needs. Flexible
reporting and forecasting applications let you sort and analyze the exact
financial and operational data you need to see where your business is
and where it is going. Flexible capabilities let you aggregate and present
information any way you want, and distribute reports in virtually any
standard format.

The

agility

to foster competitive advantage

Meet the most complex operational
requirements with agile efficiency.
Microsoft Solomon provides reliable
processing, depth of functionality, and
the customizable operation you need to
exceed expectations, delight customers,
and outpace the competition.
One integrated system connects every aspect of your business, from financial and project management,
e-business, and payroll to distribution, field service management, and reporting. The result is accurate,
timely, and detailed information that provides the insight for precise control and shrewd decision making.
Leverage this competitive advantage into the future with limitless customization and potential for growth.
Wherever your business growth takes you, a vast network of dedicated Microsoft Business Solutions
Partners and independent software vendors (ISVs) will be there to offer reliable service and long-term
support. Enhanced performance, greater profitability, and expanding success — it’s all within reach.
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CUSTOMIZATION MANAGER

FLEXIBLE REPORTING

Adapt your system to the specific requirements of your
organization: Quickly and easily modify any screen in any Microsoft
Solomon module without changing the underlying source code,
and update screens as often as necessary to match the pace of
your business growth.

Equipped with Microsoft Business Solutions for Analytics–FRx®
and Microsoft Business Solutions for Analytics–Forecaster, you
can build and distribute comprehensive financial reports, as well
as work with reliable, fast budgeting processes that adapt to meet
your organization’s changing needs. And with Crystal Reports, you
can select, analyze, and present data in virtually any format you
want and create any number of customized reports to suit your
needs.

TOOLS FOR MICROSOFT VISUAL BASIC

Build complete line-of-business applications with the flexible
development foundation of Microsoft Solomon Tools for Visual
Basic®. Enable developers to work with familiar and widely used
tools, minimizing IT resources required to develop applications
that look and function like Microsoft Solomon and Microsoft SQL
Server™ 2000.
MICROSOFT SOLOMON OBJECT MODEL

Incorporate Microsoft Solomon business logic into your
applications as objects using an innovative programmatic
interface. The Microsoft Solomon Object Model lets you automate
any Microsoft Solomon screen — whether standard, customized, or
created by you — helping ensure data integrity.

COMPREHENSIVE INTEGRATION

Tailor your total solution with robust integration capabilities —
from out-of-the-box integration with the Microsoft Office System
to advanced integrations with a wide range of applications and
functionality. With a flexible open architecture, a consolidated
platform, and easy-to-use customization tools, your integration
possibilities are limitless.
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Your

Extend Microsoft
Solomon to meet the
needs of your growing
business with limitless
customization and
integration capabilities —
from simple cosmetic
changes to complete lineof-business applications.

imagination

is the only limit

EASY-TO-PERFORM CUSTOMIZATIONS

POWERFUL CUSTOMIZATIONS THAT GROW WITH YOU

Create your own business logic with Microsoft Solomon
Customization Manager, and incorporate it into Microsoft Solomon
by using embedded Microsoft Visual Basic for Applications (VBA).

Build powerful line-of-business applications with Microsoft
Solomon Tools for Visual Basic.

Optimize employee productivity by modifying any Microsoft
Solomon screen and automating processes to meet your changing
business needs. Screens are instantly updated, so you see the
results of your changes immediately across your entire company.
Customizations can be created for all users, groups of users, or
individuals.
Extend customization capabilities to all employees with tools that
enable users to personalize their own screens.
Because customizations are stored in the database, instead of
at the desktop, they travel with you, regardless of what computer
you are using to log on to Microsoft Solomon.

Flexible architecture enables Microsoft Solomon to easily
integrate with other third-party offerings. You will find hundreds
of industry-specific applications already integrated into Microsoft
Solomon, with other tools and add-ons provided by a large
community of Microsoft Business Solutions Partners and ISVs
worldwide.
The Microsoft Solomon Object Model allows any Microsoft
Solomon screen created with Tools for Visual Basic to be
instantiated as an object. Any COM-compliant application or
programming tool may use the Microsoft Solomon Object Model
to integrate with any screen in Microsoft Solomon or to pass
information to Microsoft Solomon.
Embedded VBA in Customization Manager allows you to
create sophisticated customizations, such as accessing other
applications, performing enhanced calculations, or doing
table lookups. The Microsoft Solomon Object Model supports
automation from any internal or external COM-compliant tool. You
can attach custom applications and specific business logic to any
object in any screen.

TOOLS FOR VISUAL BASIC

Automatically create Visual Basic controls
and assist in the development process with
Visual Basic Add-Ins.

ActiveX® controls and properties are fully integrated with the
Visual Basic Integrated Development Environment (IDE).
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Increased productivity with

Leverage your existing
technology investments
and maximize employee
productivity with
Microsoft Office System
integration and industryspecific integration
with other Microsoft
applications. From the
start, your employees can
work with the agility they
need to focus on strategic
business initiatives.

seamless

MICROSOFT OFFICE SYSTEM INTEGRATION

Copy any data from Microsoft Solomon and paste it into
Microsoft Office Excel with simple and familiar copy /paste
functions.
Employees can quickly import or export information to and
from Microsoft Excel with just the click of a button, and efficiently
transform raw business data to full reports without costly and
error-prone data reentry.
Empower employees to find the information they need to make
smart business decisions. Microsoft Office smart tags let you drill
down instantly on detailed Microsoft Solomon information while
working within Microsoft Office Outlook®, Microsoft Office Word,
and Excel.
MICROSOFT BUSINESS APPLICATIONS INTEGRATION

Tight integration with Microsoft Office Project, Microsoft Office,
Microsoft MapPoint®, and Microsoft Retail Management System
enhances capabilities across the board. With a fully integrated
business management solution, your employees are freed from
redundant data entry and other administrative tasks to focus on
business decisions critical to your organization’s success.

integration capabilities

Efficiently and accurately import transactions into Microsoft
Solomon, while still enforcing business logic, via the Microsoft
Solomon Transaction Import Utility.
Integrate Microsoft Solomon with any application that is COM
enabled to seamlessly automate data sharing between multiple
applications. This allows for otherwise disparate systems to work
together creating real-time, up-to-date information across your
business, helps eliminate redundant data entry, and protects
data integrity.
CUSTOM SOLUTIONS

Extend your Microsoft Solomon solution into specialty or niche
markets by selecting from hundreds of ISV-developed solutions
created with the same tools used to develop Microsoft Solomon.
Create your own applications using Microsoft Solomon Tools
for Visual Basic. These tools and templates, along with Microsoft
Visual Basic, allow you to create applications that look and feel like
Microsoft Solomon. Your employees won’t have to know where the
Microsoft Solomon application stops and your custom applications
start — they’ll work within one consistent, seamless solution.

Tools that Free Your IT Resources to Focus on Enhancing Your Solution

Empower developers
to efficiently perform
the simplest to the most
advanced customizations
with standard, industryleading technologies and
an open architecture.

FAMILIAR DEVELOPMENT TOOLS

QUICK MODIFICATIONS

Work with familiar and widely used Visual Basic tools, and
minimize the amount of effort required to develop applications.

Leverage the customizations you’ve already performed with
flexible import and export capabilities of Solomon Customization
Manager. Copy customizations from one system to another
without duplicating development efforts, easily manage libraries
of customizations, control deployment within your organization, or
merge new customizations with existing ones.

Implement new features and controls such as grids, scroll bars,
status bars, toolbar navigation, currency conversion, and more—all
without writing additional code from scratch.
Minimize the effort required to create Microsoft SQL Server–
based applications with application programming interfaces (APIs)
that can be accessed by using Microsoft Solomon Tools for
Visual Basic.
Flexible architecture enables easy integration of Microsoft
Solomon with other applications.
Master Tools for Visual Basic quickly with hands-on training from
MSDN® that teaches the Visual Basic development environment
used by Microsoft programmers.

Free developer resources with the Insert Object Wizard. Quickly
and easily insert new objects on a screen—without requiring the
help of a programmer.
Use the Microsoft Solomon Visual Basic Code Inspector to
look through your Visual Basic Tools projects. The Code Inspector
scours your code looking for erroneous syntax, coding errors, and
other areas of concern and returns a list of issues, often giving you
the option to automatically repair your code.
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Business

Get the most out of
your business data
with flexible and
customizable reporting
applications and
reporting processes that
you can mold to meet
your specific needs.

insight

when and where you need it

MICROSOFT FRX

CRYSTAL REPORTS

Build custom, presentation-quality reports using a “building
block” approach that facilitates easy design and maintenance and
helps ensure each report communicates the right information.

Use the report writer to select, analyze, summarize, and present
data in almost any way imaginable — without programming.

Streamline administrative work with automated report processing
and distribution capabilities that help reduce the time employees
spend on administrative work, freeing them to analyze information
and make informed, strategic decisions.
MICROSOFT FORECASTER

Take control with powerful forecasting and budgeting tools that
allow you to build a precise budget, control expenses, and project
sales effectively.
Adjust quickly to new opportunities as they arise with
comprehensive capabilities that show you exactly where your
budget is and where it’s going to be.

Easily customize reports to look the way you want with the
Reports Expert Wizard. With integrated graphing and customizable
styles, you can increase the impact of your reports using a variety
of fonts, graphics files, boxes, lines, and even embedded objects
from other applications.
Adapt any standard report included with Microsoft Solomon, or
produce an infinite number of custom reports. Flexible reporting
capabilities — such as the capacity to add or delete fields, include
or refine data filtering and sorting, and much more — let you select
from a broad range of report types, easily locate data within your
report, and customize it to look just the way you want.
MICROSOFT OFFICE SYSTEM INTEGRATION

Import business data from Microsoft Excel to any report or
export any report information to Excel with just a few clicks, thanks
to seamless integration with the Microsoft Office System.

Create reports using a “building block” approach that helps
ensure each report is built to meet your specific needs.

MICROSOFT FRx

Finished FRx reports are presentation-quality, with drill-down
capabilities that let you pinpoint detailed information.

The spreadsheet look and feel makes it easy for
anyone with appropriate access privileges to create
customized reports.
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Designed to maximize

Save valuable resources
by leveraging the
power of a flexible
foundation — resulting
in cost-effective
customization tasks.

your return

on investment

REDUCED DEVELOPMENT TIME

EFFICIENT ADMINISTRATION

Spend less time on customization efforts by creating packaged
customization for import to other sites.

Customized applications look and operate just like Microsoft
Solomon, reducing administration and training efforts.

Make changes to Microsoft Solomon without changing underlying
source code with Customization Manager.

Customizations are applied to applications at run time and
do not affect source code, minimizing the cost associated with
upgrades.

VBA and the Microsoft Solomon Object Model enable ISVs or
your own IT staff to integrate applications using standard, COMenabled tools without having to duplicate business logic. The
result is that the company’s data is readily available to other
applications and can be consolidated all in one place.
Save time when deploying customizations into multiple Microsoft
Solomon systems. Create the customization once, then import it
into other Microsoft Solomon systems at other locations across
the country or around the world.
Modifications to Microsoft Solomon are stored in the Microsoft
Solomon database for easy administration and immediate
deployment across the entire solution.

C U S TO M I Z AT I O N M A N AG E R

Inserting new objects is a snap
with the Insert Object Wizard.

Microsoft Business Solutions–Solomon

A SOLUTION THAT GROWS WITH YOUR BUSINESS

Designed to adapt quickly to unique and changing business conditions, Microsoft Solomon provides you with the tools you need to mold
reporting processes and tailor functionality to meet specific needs and audiences. Integrated capabilities, automated accounting, and realtime information speed closing times, improve capture and collection for billable transactions, and optimize cash flow. Rapid deployment and
cost-effective customizations work toward uninterrupted productivity, maximum agility, and reduced cost of ownership. Seamless integration
with Microsoft products helps you leverage existing investments to maximize productivity, while flexible architecture and customization tools
let you extend functionality to meet industry-specific needs.
With expert help from Microsoft Business Solutions Partners and a vast network of ISVs, your investment yields benefits right from the start
and continues to compound gains over time. From start-up training and customization to software updates and productivity support, count on
dedicated support for leveraging Microsoft Solomon into business success for years to come.
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MICROSOFT BUSINESS SOLUTIONS–SOLOMON
Microsoft Business Solutions offers a wide range of business applications designed to help small and midmarket segment businesses become more connected with customers, employees, partners, and suppliers.
Microsoft Business Solutions applications automate end-to-end processes for enterprise resource planning,
customer relationship management, and business analytics.

Achieve more — with a solution designed to work the way you do.
For more information about Microsoft Business Solutions, visit:

http://www.microsoft.com/BusinessSolutions
US AND CANADA 1-800-456-0025
INTERNATIONAL +1-701-281-6500
mgpinfo@microsoft.com
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